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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed In the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-4, 7-14 and 6-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by LaPierre et al. (US PAT # 6,738,466). 

Regarding claim 1, LaPierre teaches a method of providing a distinctive call 
waiting tone based on a redirecting number (see col. 2, lines 38-42), the method 
comprising: receiving a call from an originating device (reads on telephone station 110, 
Fig. 2, see col. 4, lines 30-31) at a redirecting device (reads on telephone station 1 12, 
see col. 4, lines 36-39); fonwardlng the call from the redirecting device to a destination 
device, the forwarded call having an associated data message that includes a calling 
number of the origination device, a called number of the destination device, and a 
redirecting number of the redirecting device; and applying a distinctive type of call 
waiting tone to the destination device based upon determining that the data message 
includes the redirecting number. 
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Claims 2 and 11-12 are rejected for the same reasons as discussed above with 
respect to claim 1. 

Regarding claims 3, 8, 9 and 13 Ihe redirecting number is compared to a set of 
authorized numbers in a distinctive call waiting tone activation list and wherein the 
distinctive type of call waiting tone is applied when the redirecting number is found 
within the set of authorized numbers", see col. 4, lines 4-24. 

Regarding claims 4, 10, 14 and 21 recite "the associated data message 
compatible with an SS7 compatible network" (see col.3, lines 17-20). 

For claim 7 limitations, see col. 4, lines 49- 63. 

Claim 17 is rejected for the same reasons as discussed above with respect to 
claim 1. For the claimed intelligent network system, see col. 1, lines 6-10, col. 2, lines 
38-67, col. 3, and col. 4 and Fig. 1 . 

Claims 19 and 24 recite "the service switching point applies a distinctive call 
waiting tone to the destination subscriber communication device in response to 
evaluating the contents of the field to identify activation of the distinctive call waiting 
feature". See col. 4, lines 64-67. 
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Claims 20 and 25. recite "the service switching point receives a call prior to 
sending the request message to the switching control point". See col. 4, lines 40-42. 

Claims 18, 22-23 are rejected for the same reasons as discussed above with 
respect to claim 1 . The claimed "logic module" reads on the service package application 
(SPA), see col. 4, lines 49-57. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which fomis the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 5-6 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over LaPierre. 

Regarding claims 5-6 and 15, LaPierre system was implemented in an Advanced 
Intelligent Network (AIN). LaPierre does not specifically teach the method is 
implemented in VOIP or a PBX system. 
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However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have the method implemented in any system desired 
system. This is a design choice relies on the need and the desire of Applicant. See 
LaPierre (col. 5, lines 63-67 and col. 6, lines 1-9). 



5. Any Inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rasha S AL-Aubaldi whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7481. The examiner can nonnally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:30 am to 

5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ahmad Matar, can be reached on (571) 272-7488. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more infomiation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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